Fissidens linearis var. obscurirete, is reported as a new record of occurrence to India from the Western Ghats of Kerala.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Fissidens is a widely distributed species (Imura and Iwatsuki 1988 , Ishihara and Iwatsuki 1992 , Iwatsuki et al. 1999 , Wijk et al. 1962 , 1969 . From India more than 100 species have been reported, but now only 78 of them are validly accepted (Dandotiya et al. 2011 , Daniels 2010 , Frahm et al. 2013 , Gangulee 1969 , Manju et al. 2008 , Verma et al. 2011 . During the field trip through the Western Ghats, we could collect an interesting species of Fissidens from the Western Ghats of Marayur of Idukki District and Agasthyamalai of Thiruvananthapuram District of Kerala. On detailed examination it proved as Fissidens linearis, which was not recorded earlier from India. F. linearis includes four varieties, as var. aeruginosus, var. angustifolius, var. linearis and var.
obscurirete. The present collection shows similarity with var. obscurirete. This variety is earlier known from China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and New Caledonia. This species is described here with its variety obscurirete as new record for India. Plants small, 2-6 mm long, 1-1.7 mm wide including leaves, tip curled inwards when dry, 7-17 pairs of leaves, alternate, more crowded towards tip, usually unbranched with yellowish green coloured stem. Leaves lanceolate, Distribution: China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, New Caledonia, India (Kerala: present collection). 
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